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DE DIC AT 


To THOMAS HARRIS, Es d. 


DAR SIR, 


I HAVE dared to rouſe attention by 


abruptneſs, in thus publicly addreſſing you, 
without a previous adherence to a cuſtomary 


compliment. But, when the nature of the 
intruſion is related, ſuch a direct deviation 


from formality muſt not only be pronounced 


juſtifiable, but commendable, as it will pre- 


vent the torture of a delicate ſenſibility, which 
the ſuſpicions of a Zoilus multitude muſt have 


naturally created. Such was the genuine mo- 
tive for my not requeſting your PERMIss10N, 
as an acquieſcence might convey an apparent 


A 3 patronage, 
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1 DEDICATION. 


patronage, not obtained, to theſe ſheets, oy 


prove corroſively injurious to the aura popu- 
darts you now deſfervedly experience. 


However, without the aid of apology, let 
it ſuffice to inſinuate, that as a garland may 
be rendered valuable by the addition of one 
ſcarce decorative flower, I preſumptuouſly de- 
dicated this work to you, not only as a public, 


but as a private man, whoſe benevolent hu- 


manity will ever be recorded with admiration, 
whilſt a Linton and Henderſon are remem- 
bered, and whoſe attentive perſeverance in 
eſtabliſhing the ſupport of the BRITISH 


THEATRE demands that extended eulogium 

which, if conſpicuous here, might, perhaps 

be tranſlated into the adulatory enthuſiaſm of 
Jour moſt obedient 


and very humble Servant, : 


The AUTHOR. 


April 11th, 1786. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


7 2 prevent the future attack of diſappointment, it 


may be neceſſary, perhaps, to obſerve that the Mottoes 
prefixed to each character, are quotations from Various 
writers, conſpicuouſly eminent for their genius and abi- 
lities, which 10 particularize might be deemed an inſi- 


uualive reflection on the judgment of the reader, who, 


from the preſent refinement of literature, muſt, on a 
peruſal, recollect the authors of the ſentences adopted. 
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Tu E F apid Progr eſs | fr om barbariſm to 


refinement has ſtrongly recommended, as an 


ornament to a civilized nation, Theatrical 


Amuſements, which, from their general ſup- 


port, has annihilated that frivolity of the Drama, 


lo conſpicuouſly predominant in the ruder 


ages : and the Tragic Muſe nearly obliterated 
the derogating impreſſion of Dancing, Bal. 


lad-finging, and Pantomimes. 


IT is evidently political that Dramatic Ex- 


hibitions ſhould be protected and patronized 
by AUTHORITY, as the lower claſſes of com- 
- munity, whom, perhaps, have neither edu- 

cation nor time to improve an itinerant ſpark 


of -virtue by reading, may imperceptibly i im- 
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bibe the precepts of morality, which, if dic- 
tated in a pulpit, might be, from the preſent 


prevalent depravity, totally diſregarded, in- 


ſtead of producing that adherent imitation 
which inſtruction, when flowing from the 
fountain of pleaſure, facilitates to ordain : and 
there is no doubt but the New THEATRE, 
at the Eaſt end of the Town, under the in- 
ſpective direction of Mr. Palmer; whoſe the- 
oretic and practical knowledge of dramatic 
effect muſt render truly qualified for ſuch 
an undertaking, will tend to civilize a herd of 


| individuals, (inferior inhabitants in that part of 


the world,) by entertaining, animating repre- 


ſentations of Juſtice and Benevolence, incul- 


cating that duty which is too often rejected 


when delivered at church. 


However, though the Stage can cultivate 
the ſavage ſons of Nature, its valuable uti- 


lity may be abuſed and perverted by the 


incapability 


* * „ „ 


incapability of the Pilot: — In ſhort, every 
Manager ought to be equal to the importance 
of his office, and ſacrifice private emolument 
to public reformation.— Then ſhould we ſee 
the Britiſh Stage the pride of Europe, and 
a ſchool for Virtue. _ 


But when the juriſdiction of the Drama 
is an object attainable by purchaſe, it would 
be abſurd to expect that gold can be ex- 
tracted from droſs ;—though, indeed, our 
preſent Managers are by no means deficient 
in judgment or taſte, nor yet reprehenſible 
in conduct; as it would be ſeverely illiberal 
even to wiſh that they ſhould hazard ſuch 
amazing ſums, without anticipating an ade- 


quate accumulation, 


| The abilities af | Mr. Colman have long il- 


lumined the claſſical ſphere of literature, and 
received the „ ſanction of immortality” for 
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that laborious attention by which the ſum- 


mit of wiſdom and judgment can only be 


obtained.—In ſuch a Guardian of the Stage, 
Genius and Morality muſt rejoice. Many a 


ſpark of mildewed merit has he made to 


ſhine and blazon forth a radiant orb of wit! 
— The diſcriminating ſceptre time has pre- 
ſented to Colman; and, indeed, when an opi- 
nion is ſo unadulterated and mature, as to con- 


fer Ambroſia or Lethe, we may ingenuouſly 


acknowledge the nay of the 88 


As a legiſlator of the Engliſh Drama, Mr. 


Harris has rendered himſelf conſpicuous ; 


and though not particularly diſtinguiſhed for 


theatrical compoſition, he has never repelled 
even apparent merit, but promoted it with 
perſevering vehemence, lighting the votary, 
with the torch of recommendation, to the tri- 
bunal of impartiality, where public criticiſm 


alone decides. 


To 


PER E F/ATE E. xii 


To prove that information and examples of 
virtue may be imbibed by the allurement of 
pleaſure, without perception, is evidently au- 
thenticated in a late pantomimical repreſenta- 
tion at Covent Garden Theatre, entituled 
OMA, which, from the impreſſion ſo ani- 
mated a diſplay of nature muſt naturally 
create, excited the curioſity of the uninformed 
to a juſtifiable elucidation of what they had 
| ſeen. So that from an amuſement, which ever 
obtained the appellation of nonſenſe, igno- 
rance may be rouſed from her lethargy, and 
the learned gratified at the commemoration of 
brave and noble-characters, whoſe virtues they 
eſteemed. To Mr. Harris are dramatic ama- 
teurs much indebted for aboliſhing Harlequin 
abſurdities, and introducing hiſtorical tranſ- 
actions, which, blended with a few of the 
former, may ſtill divert infants, and afford 
ſatisfaction to - children of fix feet high.” 


Though 


—_ FRE Fac 

Though the experiment of cultivating Pan- 
tomimes may be attended with a ſimilar ex- 
pence, * ſuch a commendable exertion will 
ſecure the patronage of a public, who are ever 
ready to, and will, ſupport a manager in an 


endeavour to pleaſe. 


The preſent accounts daily given to the 
world, under the appellation of Theatrical 
Strictures, are ſo. contradictory and incompa- 
tible with juſt criticiſm, that an unbiaſſed dra- 
matic publication was much wanted, to diſ- 
play the real merit and demerits of our pre- 
ſent players: therefore any apology whatever, 
for the following ſheets, muſt prove a ſuper- 
fluous intruſion, as the grand object of the 


» Mr. Harris hazarded the immenſe ſum of three or four 
thouſand pounds in the getting up of Quai, which is acknow- 
ledged to be the moſt magnificent Pantomime ever produced 


at any theatre in Europe, 


GREEN- 


P R E F A c E. xv 


GREEN-ROOM MIRROR is to anntlulate 
Criticiſm deſtitute of truth, which if peruſed 
with the impartiality of the obſervations and 
intention, the author's ambition is completely 
fulfilled. „ 
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GREEN-ROOM MIRROR. 


| 


Mr.  BARRYMORE. 


Nature diſturb'd 
15 deem d vindictive, to have chang'd her courſe. 


i N O more! Why no more? and why ſo 
« much? It is better to be quite ignorant than half 
« inſtructed.” Away, ye wicked wits.— Why ſmile 
at emulation ? In ſpite of grinning © Long Tom the 
carrier comes, and graſps originality with a * doub- 
led fin.” 8 Tragedy or comedy, tis all the ſame; 
he warbles through his part, and Frightens HAMLET 
with LAERTES Singing rage. 7 7 


B 1 Mr. 


— by 
pp 
N 


Mr. STAUNTON 


| 1 can counterfeit the deep Tragedian, 
Speak, and look big, and pry on ev'ry fide, 
Tremble and ſtart at the wagging ef a ſtraw, 
Intending deep ſuſpicion. | 
Tur ne plus ultra of Magiciam view, * who ſtruts 
and frets his hour upon the ſtage, and all to 
prove, what long the world has known, that he's no 


CONJURER. 


Mr. DAVIEES. 
New ways. I muſt attempt, my grov'ling name 
To raiſe aloft, and wing my flight to fame. 
As attention and ſtudy is a ſurt guide to excel- 
kence, it would be unjuſt to reflect on an adherent, 


| who, may, perhaps, when diveſted of inanimation 

and a buſtle for couri dreſs, become a reſpectable 

performer, and do more ample juſtice to a ſuperior 
character than a Dumb Lord. | 


Mr. 


Mr. DIGNUM. 


Remember that 1 am an Ass.—Though it be not written 


down, yet, forget aot that I am an Ass, 


Or vanity, when the reſult of inſienificance, weare 
all competent in deciſion, ergo, the leſs that is ſaid 
on that ſubject the better. | 


Mr. 7” 2 2 . 


— — What he gives, 
Spiritual, may to pureſt ſpirits be ſound. | 4 
No ungrateful food, and food alike theſe pure 


Intelligental ſubſtances require, 


Wirnour a few Simon's the drama would be im- 
| perfect, but to the credit of this Simon, his merit in 
that line has been the effect of Art, inſtead of Na- 
ture, which verifies the old trite adage, © Tis 
Wiſdom's part ſometimes to play the Fool.” 
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Mr. CUBITT. 


— HoRROR wide extends 


His deſolate domain. 


No pen can tranſcribe, no words convey, or, 
even, painting expreſs the merits of this Portugugſe 
Beau. Ocular demonſtration muſt ſieze the reins 
of judgment, and delineate thoſe beauties | in which 
deſc riplion fails. 


» 


Mr. BOOTH. 


Bid order riſe ! | 
Haſt thou not ſmote us with a hand of wrath ? 


By thee each art has died, and ev'ry ſcience 
Gone out by thy fell blaſt. 


The amorous Cacafoga, with all the conſequence of 
ſtate, rudely applies his ſhoulder to the chariot 
wheel of Melpomene, and, ſecretly triumphing at 
the 


che downfall of tragedy, - © out Herud's Herod.” 
| However, had that ſtudious adherence been be- 
ſtowed on 7. hbeſpis, which Bibo has long obtained, 
Merit might e, predominant, and the protube- 
rance of Bacchus leſſen. 


Mr. WILLIAMES. 


Audacious rufhan ! whence this inſolence 5 | 
But well thy maſter ſhall chaſtiſe this rudeneſs, 
And ftripes reward thy unexampled folly. 


AN engagement at a 7heatre royal has been the 
only ambition of many a ſtage ſtruck” hero, © 
which 1s often obtained, through the uſual medium 

of intereſt, without even one qualification. But it 
has long been a general exoptation that eit, in- 
ſtead of recommendation would be attended to by 
theatrical governors, as then an exornation might 
be preſerved from deſertion, and the dying fwain, 
with innumerable other trifling characters, baniſhed | 
from the Engliſh ſtage. 
Mr. 
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C63 
Mr. MEADOWS. 


Ye envious powers, ye have ſtruck me now at laſt, 
And all my fame is blaſted. 


To relate a long-winded detail on trifles, would 


only be exalting inſignificance into the ſeat of di- 
ſtinction, without a previous poſſeſſion of neceſſary 


accompliſhments to ſecure admiration: and to at- 


tempt a criticiſm when the object is a ſtranger to 
meritorious ability, is equally abſurd; for without 


the aid of compariſon, even ixferiority cannot be 


delineated; ſo that to elucidate faults, where excel- 


Jence was never expected, would ny prove ſuper. 


fluous and tedious. 5 | 8 
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Mr. R. P ALMER, 


| Good Lord! to ſee the various ways. 


of dreſſing a  Calf's head ! 1 ! 


Tits Petit Maitre has been 11 admired—in 


ſueexing. the features of a Surface may be diſcern- 
. "+ ot, 


4 


LY, 
ed, with various requiſites to obtain a reſpectable 
_ patronage ; but ſo much labour 1s beſtowed on the 
external decoration of his head, that it appears an 


antidote to common ſenſe and encouragement. | 


From the valuable rays that Prompt, and his frater- 
nity have emitted, we think it a pity that genuine 
abilities ſhould be disfigured by the adulteration of 
a Hair. Hoe and 7 aylor. 


Mr. MOOD 2. 


Long, from a country ever hardly us'd, 
At random cenfur'd, and by moſt abus'd, 
Have Britons drawn their ſport, with no o kind view, 
And judg'd the many, by the raſcal few 3 
From thee, Moody, have we learn'd to raiſe, 


Mirth from their foibles, from their virtues praiſe. 


A PERPETUAL miſt and dulneſs is predominant. 
The Puff and Bayonet are conſpicuous objects, diſ- 
tinguiſhed wy a myſterious truncheon, on which 1s 

_ diſplayed 
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| C'S. 

diſplayed the name of Cochran ; but theſe are ſecrets 
time muſt explain, for at preſent the only perfect re- 

' flexion we can diſcern is Major O Flaberty. EF 


Mr. BRETT. 


Bring me the bells, the rattle bring, 

And bring the hobby I beſtrode, 
When pleas'd, in many a ſportive ring 
Around the room I Jovial rode ; 
Ev'n let me bid my lyre adieu, | 


And bring the whiſtle that I blew, 


Wet we to adhere to the trite adage of © ſhoot- 
ing folly as it flies” CayTain BELvILLE muſt be a 
dead man. 2 
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Mr. E DW I N. 


His words are looſe 

As heaps of ſand, and ſcatt'ring wide from ſenſe, 
So high he's mounted in his airy Throne, 
That now the Wind is got into his head, 


And turns his brains to frenzy. 


The diſapprobation of an individual is not to 
be conſidered an object compatible with truth and 
impartiality; and it would be a poſitive rebel- 
lion to my own ſentiments, did I heſitate to intro- 
duce Lingo in the words of Le Sage, —“ He is one 
of thoſe ſpoiled actors in whom the gallaries pardon 
every thing; and, indeed, this player does not 
ſpeak one word, nor perform one geſture, without 
attracting applauſe. The audience make him too 
ſenſible of the pleaſure they have in ſeeing him on 
the ſtage, and he has ever abuſed their favor ac- 
cordingly. I perceived that he ſometimes forgot 
himſelf in the middle- of a ſcene, and put their | 
prepoſſeſſion to too ſevere a proof for they would 
| often have done him juſtice, had they hiſſed inſtead 
* - of 


( wo.) 
of extdlling him.” And it certainly refles. on the 
judgment of the multitude, when they applaud the 
innumerable 7/u/7s ſo often repeated by ETIQUETTE, 


whichis, in a rapid degree, degenerating the dignity 


of the ſtage. 


Modeſty is a valuable requiſite in an actor, and, 
if adhered to, would prevent theſe inſignificant fal- 
hes of pretended wit, which are at laſt ſo animated 


by fancied approbation, that the aſſumed folly 


nearly reſemble unadulterated ideoiſſin. All this 
drwnright nonſenſe is preferred to the ſentiments of 
the author, who is ſacrificed and debaſed, by the 


licence granted to buffoon players, as they fancy 


themſelves endowed with v. humour, when they 
aſſume vulgar expreſſions, underſtood only at Billinſ- 
gate or Si. Giles's, pantomimical attitudes, and reſign 


every pretenſion to reaſon, by affecting ridiculous 


grimace. 

By theſe obſervations I do not mean to condemn 
the temporary voluntary flaſhes of wit, as there are 
intervals when they may be rendered acceptable and 


* but my aim is to diſtinguiſh true comedy 


from | 


Cw); 


from ideotiſin, and I muſt inſinuate that Gz1zzLe 


might be, what he at preſent is not, a valuable actor. 


Though the commonally are delighted with his 
performances, can a man of ſenſe applaud them? 


Will an impartial critic ſay that Mr. Edwin is 3 


chaſte aclor? And will not every individual, on a 


deliberate reflection, condemn their judgment, if 
they ever ſmile at the buffoonery of a merry Andrew, 
when their expectations were exalted to the antici- 


pation of genuine Comedy, which the “ Beggar on 
_ Horſeback” ever adulterated ? In ſhort the grimace 


of BowkITrT has become ſo habitual that, even in 
private, he has obtained the appellation of the 
Walking Pantomime. An apology is neceſſary for 
this long detail, when the object is ſo diminulive, 
but every dramatic character, however 7rifling, 
merits a place in this work. I therefore ſhall con- 
clude, and annihilate the ambiguity of ny motive, 
by a en elucidation: | 


« To laugh at folly, - from defects grown wiſe, 
And catch the manners living as they riſe,” 


Cai Mr; 


Mr. W. PALMER, 


Once poor, my friend, {till poor you muſt remain, 
The rich alone have all the means of gain, A 


Tux younger brother claims a Foppyh lille, which 


he admirably ſupports; and were his characters as 


conſpicuous as his merit, an adequate reward might 


then enſue. = . ; 


Mr. BADDELEY:. 


While mazy error draws mankind aſtray, 


From Truth's ſure path, each takes his devious way; 


One to the right, one to the left recedes, 
Alike deluded, as each fancy leads. 


Meprockrry is ſo common an object in life, that 


it often paſſes unnoticed. I his, poor Grumio has ex- 


i | perienced, 


CR 
perienced, who made a ſudden tranſition from the 
kitchen to the ſage, and, though reſpectable in 


both ſituations, never attained the ſummit of his 
Ambitions | 


Mr. F. AICKIN. 


Be what you ſeem, Each pictur'd paſſion weigh, 

Fill, firſt, your thoughts which all your words muſt fay, 
Strong, yet diftinguift'd, let expreſſion paint, 
Not ſtraining mad, nor negligently faint, 


THE ſame ſtale viands ſerved up o'er and o'er 
the ſtomach nauſeates, therefore on this individual 


who is ſemper eadem, a criticiſm muſt be “ weary, 
ſtale, flat, and unprofitable,” 


Mr. 
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we 
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Mr. BRE RET ON 


Wild as the winds acroſs the howling waſte 
Of mighty waters. 


InsPIRED Jarrirx, warm with the influence of 
Siddonian rays, firſt took his flight to fame; but vain 
the efforts of his ſtrong ambition, weary of his 
journey, with Mediocrity he long remained, made 
that his reſting place, and, had not the hydrophobia 


ofa Lrax enſued, he might have ſtole a golden apple 


| Hom the Heſperian Leong, 


| Mr. 


( 5 


Mr. WROUGHTON. 


A Provok'd, 
While his big too full of ſpirits ſwell, 
Trembling with vigour, in the heat of blood, 
Springs the high fence; and, ofer the field effus'd; 
Darts on the gloomy flood, with ſteadfaſt eye, 


And heart eſtrang'd to fear; his nervous cheſt, 
Luxuriant, and erect, the ſeat of ſtrength ! . 

Bears down th' oppoſing ſtream : quenchleſs his thirſt; ; 

He takes the river at redoubled draughts ; 
And with wide noſtrils, ſnorting, ſkims the wave. 
Tur ſimple gentleman appears in ruſtic garb, a 
plain well-meaning honeſt man, who, ever and 
| anon, betrays his JzaLousy. Let him love, hate, 
rage, pity, or exclaim, it ſtill is zealouſy. Poor 
Sir George! he has ever been a dupe to a Belle's 
Stratagem, and let him attempt concealment and 


diſguiſe, the zealous married man will prove tri- 


umphant. 


Mr. 
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— — Beam'd from gaudy robes, 
Tapers, and ſparkling gems, and radiant eyes, 
A foft effulgence o'er the palace waves, | 
While a gay INSECT in his ſummer-ſhine, | 


The roe, light-fluttering, ſpreads his mealy wings. 


Tur aſpiring IWatty throws aſide his apron and 
commences beau; is well acquainted with Count 
Baſſet, Lord Foppington, and Jemmy Jeſlamy ; in 
ſhort, from his introduction into the great world, 
and ſince his Trip 10 & carborough, he has not only. 
been the moſt conſpicuous fop, but the Bachtite of the 
A 


Mr. 


— I e@1 


Mr. F A R R E N. 


| Fickory, triumphant waiting, rewards | 
His labour, when he takes the field. 
% NATURE will prevail,” and Faſo burſt through 
the cloud of obſcurity to Medea, who raiſed him to 


the ſummit of public attention and mediocrity, where 


he ſoon diſplayed thoſe perfections ſo conſpicuous 
in his patroneſs, the immortal Yates. The © Moor 
, Venice” having deſerted the dramatic ſphere, a 


vacancy enſued for the appointment of Othello; a a 


character none dare undertake. But, in ſpite of 


prejudice, the warrant was preſented to this meri- 
torious hero, who undertook the generalſhip, and 
has, ever ſince, been inveſted with an abſolute 
command over Shakſpere ; which, in return for his 
difinheriting tyranny, by adhering to nature inſtead 
of murdering bombaſt, he has become a favorite 
of Melpomene, and is privately protected by the 
enchantreſs, Thalia, who has often crowned Valen- 
tine with a decorative wreath of univerſal approba- 


tion. 


DD Mr. 
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F AICKIN. 


Is it not monſtrous that this player here, 

But in a fiction, in a dream of paſſion, 

Could force his ſoul ſo to his whole conceit, 

That from her working all his viſage warm'd ; 

Tears in his eyes, diſtraction in his aſpect, 

A broken voice, and his whole function ſuiting 
With forms to his conceit ? And all for nothing! 
For Hecuba ! What's Hecuba to him, or he to Hecuba, 
That he — weep for her? 


- 


Wide Brabantio demands our pity for his loſt 
Deſdemona : Sciolto and Priuli claim applauſe ; in 
ſhort, the aged parent well becomes him, for every 


word and action delineates nature s. ſon. 


* 


Mr. BANNISTER, Yun. 


Unſtudied wit, and humour ever gay. 


* 
/ 


THE Proteus Dans all the world muſt know ; 


the lau gh is raiſed the moment that he enters, ſo 
juſtly 5 


(. 9 3 
_ juſtly pourtrayed is the Patent Dentif, „with all 
his imperfections on his head.” But yet, when 
Gradus comes, the inſignificancy of Dal#le is per- 
ceived, A ragedies, Comedies, Operas, Farces, 
Pantomimes, and mechanical emblems are all forgot, 
ſo liltle is the object levelled at. Coupee appears, 
in which Bowkitt's original 1s ſeen. TancRtD and 
Pos ruuuous, in combination joined, endeavoured, 
to deſtroy the ſeeds of Thalia, but Mrmicky inter- 
fered, © arm'd cap- a- pee, in a ſingle combat, 
braved the aſpiring rebels, and rendered Farce, 
with all its eccentricities, the conquering warrior, 
adorned with trophies from the field of Momus. 


„ 


In dreadful tumult ſwwell'd, . 


Burſt into chaos with tremendous roar, 


Taz unhappy father, with “ heart-rending woe” 
ſtands forth to prove his miſerable feelings, which, 
muſt be acknowledged, are miſerable indeed; for, | 
when we look upon him, Chaos is come again, 
| .Þ x 5 Mr. 
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Mr. FOHNSTO NE, 


But, deſperate youth, 


How aurſt thou riſque the ſoul-diſtracting view z 


As from her naked limbs, of glowing white, 
Harmonious ſwell'd by Nature's fineſt hand, | 
In folds looſe-floating fell the fainter lawn; 
And fair expos'd ſhe ſtood, ſhrunk from herſelf, 
With fancy bluſhing, at the doubtful breeze 
Alagai'd, and ſtarting . = 1 10 i: 


IN Tweet don 1oft, the wankcitig Edwin 
ſeeks his Angelina, warbles the pathetic air, creating | 
admiration, and to the green-room quick retires, 
where ſimple Bridget previouſly prepared a gorgon 
ſight. In ſpite of Robin Hood, 5 


A delicate refinement, known to few, 


“ Perplex'd his breaſt, and urg d him to retire,” 


Though the“ happy knot was tied” he fell a prey 
to termagent Idatia, but ſoon was tired of golden locks, 
and fain would fall a Martyr ; but even harmony 
itſelf could not divide the W1r.p-eſt uniſon. Tom 


Errand once became a beau, ſo was Edwin meta- 
morphoſed 


„ 
morphoſed into Paris, and on the * faire“ would 
beſtow the prize; ; but, after he ſecured the title of 


Major Oh Flaherty, the impudent coxcomb, (another 
Triſh title) became too conſpicuous, and was obliged 
to retire to Bridget s arms again : or like the Hiber- 
nian adventurer, muſt have advertiſed * A fine ſhowy 
man to be let or fold.” — Thus far we have ran before 
the wind, and, as an tri iſoman and ſinger, Fol CARD 
cannot be excelled; the former, as inſolence and 
pride is daily triumphant, and the latter, becauſe 


7 the dulcet ballad renders various imperfections im- 
perceptible. But it would be a deviation from 


candor to make any compariſon between a ſmger 


and an actor, therefore lenity muſt draw the cur- 


tain. 
Mr. BANNISTER. 
Sick of ſuch views—let's juſt their fate explore, 
Then aſk who'd be this hateful monſter more ? | 
Look through their hapleſs lives from firſt to end,— 


Where is the GamgsTER ever was a friend? 


As private habits ought never to be admitted in 


_ evidence againſt public merit, we muſt not con- 


dem 


f 
i 
1 


& 1-7 


 demn a good Jong, though it may, perhaps, be inter- 
rupted and adulterated by the inſpiration of Bibo, 
as the compenſation is adequate to the failing. | 


— — . — — 
f ü 


Mr. ee ee e 


— — | — Much he talks, 
And much he laughs, nor recks the ſtorm that blows 
Without, and rattles on his humble roof, | 


INSOLENCE to Majeſty !---What laugh at AR- 
' THUR. Thou merry king, long wear the crown 

that raiſcd the laſting ſmile, and make even gravity | 
confeſs thy power, Again appears the cunning lilile 
Isaac, who, by virtue of Mirth's high authority, 
condemn the gods to one perpetual grin. Brother 
Bobby is yet determined to “ ſee life, for all his 
ſiſter Pendragon, and becomes a Clincher merely to go 
to the Jubilee: a Juſtice Greedy next he well ſup- 
ports. In various characters variouſly he has he; 
but ſtill pourtrayed his uſual /ufre, the genial rays 
of which will ever be admired, becauſe WC—COM- 


PREHEND, 
Mr. 


; * 


( 43 I 


Ar. 20 FE &- 
1 | | | | | WK 
Speak of me as I am; nothing extenuate, 
Nor ſet down aught in malice; then muſt you ſpeak 
Of one, that lov'd not wiſely, but too well; 
Of one not eaſily jealous, but, being wrought, - 
Perplexed in the extreme ; of one whoſe hand, 
like the baſe Indian, threw a PEARL away | | 
| Richer than all his tribe; of one, whoſe ſubdu'd eyes, 
Albeit unuſed to the melting mood. 
Drop tears as faſt as the Arabian trees 


Their med'cinable gum. 


AxoTHER motto may here be deemed abſolutely 
neceſſary, as the above, though frongly marked, can- 
not be elucidated out of the dramatic ſphere ; the 
anecdote and circumſtances having originated in 


the Green-Room, where, to prevent a public expo- 


ſition of folly and oftentations vani!y, good nature con- 


fines it. 


Caftalio annihilates his private weakneſs by public 
merit, the former is only conſpicuous and pre- 
dominant #chind the ſcenes, but the latter is tri- 
I umphant 


n ' 


7 74 
Ii 
1 


- 1 


3 prude, who, adhering to the graces, never /aughed ; 
but, in ſpite of Chefterfield and his laws divine, 


utnphatiit on the fage, where, candor delpiing the 
puſillanimity of bruad hints and refleckions, he is ex- 
alted to the altitude of approbation, ſupported by 
Gloſter and Publius, whoſe known perfection have 
formed a baſis on which the fond Hoxarie may 


build his future fame. 


i 


Mr. PARSONS. 


Thoſe rapid 1 that aſſembled train 


Of fleet ideas, never join'd before, 

Whence lively Wir excites to gay lurprize; 3 
Or folly- painting HuMovs, grave himſelf, ' 
Calls Laucnrex forth, deep-ſhaking every nerve; | 


EcaD! it is the humourous Sik FrtTFuL comes, 
and though a genuine repreſentative of PLaGtakr, 
a true Oxtcinar himſelf. View the antiquated 


incbriated Davy, with his wy zail, forces the ir- 
"= 


(+ Þ 
gin ſmile ; and, woe to delicacy, the broad grin en- 
ſues. Ol DotLy, ſeated in his chair of ſtate, de- 

cides the ſtandard for ſuperior language; and though 

perhaps, he may be called a Dorn, the laugh is 
mutual; for if truth prevails, we muſt confeſs, our 
ſenſes have been dupes to it and whim ; and when 

Orp CHRONICLE appears, © to laugh we labour,” 

condemn the aclions but applaud the actor. 


M. K E 1 


Tis liſtening fear, and dumb amazement all : 
When to the ſtartled eye the ſudden glance 
Appears far ſouth, eruptive through the cloud: 
And following ſlower, in exploſion vaſt, 
The thunder raiſes his tremendous voice. 
The tempeſt growls, but as it nearer comes, 
And rolls its aweful burden on the wind, 
The lightnings flaſh a larger curve, and more 
The noiſe aſtounds ! till over head a ſheet 
Of livid flame diſcloſed wide; then ſhuts, 
And opens wider, ſhuts and opens ſtill 
Expanſive, wrapping ether in a blaze, 
Follows the looſen'd aggravated roar, 
Enlarging, deepening, mingling ; peal on peal 
Cruſh'd horrible, convulſing heaven and earth, 


BenoLD the macaroni Prince of Denmark ! Over- 
reach in every action. Invariably the ſame, fill life 
EB 5, oa. 
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and affeZ7ation. When diveſted of the igel dignity, 
created by ſingularity, ſuperiority muſt recommend 
him to public notice. Though the reflective power 


is ſometimes beautiful and original, the effect is 
deſtroyed by external decoration ; the f. rame bein g 
adorned with pan/omim:cal emblems, inſtead of an- 
mated repreſentations from nature. 


HO LM A N. 


Tnov well ſhall merit a diſtinguiſid name, 
While there with thee th' inchanted round I walk, 
The regulated wild ; gay Fancy then 

Will tread in thought the groves of attic Land; 
Will, from thy ſtandard taſte, refine her own, 

Correct her pencil to the pureſt truth | 
Of Nature, or, the unimpaſſioned ſhades 
Forſaking, raiſe it to the human mind, 

Or if hereafter ſhe, with juſter hand, 

Shall draw the tragic ſcene, inſtru her Hou, 
To mark the varied movements of the heart, 
What every decent character requires, 

And every paſſion ſpeaks ; O thro' her ſtrain 
Breathe thy pathetic . . 


« Green in bis twenty one,” the bud of nature and 
dramatic wonder ventures forth. Cheered by the 


genial ad of admiration and applauſe, maturer beau- 
ties 


— 


6 


ties momentarily expand. The rapidity of emu- 


lation, and the love of fame, attains the ſummit of 


improvement. Soon ſhall we ſee the full blown roſe, 


 perfection's pride ! adorned with trophies, Garrick 


once obtained. Then ſwift the progreſs to that 
dacant ſcat, the ſtimulus of Theſpian votaries, 


where Roſcius ſat with bright magnetic glory. View 
merit in full ſpeed, conducting the love-ſick ſon of 


Montague to ambition's chair, which genius had be- 
ſtowed on young PORD Papua. Richard made a 
claim; Macbeth demanded ; the gay Lothario, Hotſpur 
and Chamont, with modeſt diffidence, ſtood forward 
in the ring, as candidates. But all in vain, the 
multitude called forth the meritorious, though cre- 


dulous, Benzpicrt, and placed him in the ſacred 


ſeat of Roſcius, proclaiming Holman — Saen $ 
ſecond ſelf. 


E 2 - . Mr. 


- ' 

* 
p i 
. 
IF 
oh 
$2: 
v8: 
1 , 

7 

if 
i 
H# 
7 
E n 
HE 
oy 
£ : 
U hy 
- 
8 
Yi. 

7 © 
þ 4 
107 
1 
(2.4 
wn 
i 1.4 
48 
1 
- th, 
1 
. 
HE 
by 
{8 135 
1 
1 D 4 
H 7 
vo 


4 28) 
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Unerring nature, ſtill divinely bright, 
One clear, unchang'd, and univerſal light, 
Life, force, and beauty, mult to all impart, 


At once the ſource, and end, and teſt of art. 


Tur tripping, witty, gay Mercucio comes !--- 
announced by Echo, with applauſe reiterate. 4x0 bree 
Weeks after marriage fires Sir Charles, and contra- 
diction follows---a genuine delineation of the con- 


deſcending man of faſhion. But attention is again 


rouſed by the ſatisfactory loud, laugh of the Copper 
Captain, who is deception's 101 f. Petrucio aims to 
cure a termagant; and well ſucceeds in farving 
ſtubborn Kate. The Heir Apparent ſmiles at Fal- 
Haff's ragged regiment, and early obtains the crown of 


-—approbation. Long will he reign triumphant, 
admired, and approved ; a form and figure to create 
the one, and wit and judgment to /ecure the other. 


Mr. 
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Mr. BE NS LIE. 


Lo! the green ſerpent from his dark abode, 
Which even imagination fears to tread, 

At night forth- iſſuing, gathers up his train 

In orbs immenſe, then, darting out anew, 

Seeks the refreſhing fount, by which diffus'd, 


He throws his folds: and while with threat'ning tongue, 
And deathful jaws erett, all other thirſt appall'd, 


Or ſhivering flies, or check'd at diſtant ſtand, 
Nor dares * | 


Taowon this mirror is fd be be.madigd good 
Plate glaſs, and ground with judgment, there is a vi- 
ſible deficiency in the conſtruction, yet the dulneſs 
of the reflection has been more than once over- 
powered by the ſuperior luſtre of a conſpirator, the 
luminous radiance of a peremptory father, and the 
revenge of © a calm, unthinking villain.” Pierre, 


Siffredi, and ago, were the only genuine reflections 


diſcernable in this inconſiſtent mirror. 
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Mr. & MIT H. 
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In jealous madning fancy wrapt, 
He ſeeks the fight ; and, idly-butting, feigns 
His rival gor'd in every knotty trunk, 


Tur honey moon is over, and hen-pecked Oakly 
tries to ſtop the current of a wife's ſuſpicion, but 


vain the effort Let when lordly man aſſumes his 


own prerogative, inſſſis, regardleſs of ae ſighs 
and tears, he cures a Fealous Wife. Behold the 
contraſt ! Mater Ford comes forward, and truly, 
with the proverb, is horn nad. But view the ne plus 
ultra of jealouſy, and, on a nearer ſpeculation, 


genteel comedy is diſcerned in the character of a 
gentleman, triumphing over ranting _ which 


vanity entitled tragedy. 


( * 


Mr. P A L M E R. 


The very dead creations, from thy touch, 


Aſſume a mimic life. 


Brholp a majeſtic figure, formed by nature 
with eccentric clay, from three different ſoils: 
Thalia, Melpomene, and Jdalia, are modelled and 
blended together, animated by the promethean theft. 
Mall is the moſt conſpicuous, and the Double Gat- 
lant is delineated with the pencil of truth. 


Sir Toby Belch is extending his right hand to bu- 
our, though Hildebrand confines the left to © heart- 
rending woe.” So ſtrange is the appearance of this 
hero, that one ſide preſents the predominancy of 
L Allegro and the other Penſorofe ; but from the high 
poliſh of the Surface, perfection is pourtrayed in the 
imagery of fancy. Look which way you will, Sneer 
and the Lyar have been repreſented with ſuch won- 
derful accurateneſs as to beſtow univerſal appro- 
bation. 8 


« ä 


Mr. KING. 


But yonder comes the powerful King of day, 
Rejoicing in the eaſt. . The leſſening cloud, 


The kindling azure, and the mountain's brow 


Illum'd with fluid gold, his near N 
Betoken glad. — 


92 oo 


WI cou Sir * Teazle to a Britiſh audience 
whoſe protection and favor will ever repell the ſhafts 
of envy and cenſure. Who will inherit thy diſtin- 
= guiſhed titles? If not hereditary, who can claim 
* them? Thou unadulterated repreſentative of the 

virtuous ſincere Knight, Sir Jobn Trolley, none but 
thee could fatisfy thy innumerable conſtituents. 
Poor trembling Ogleby ! Thou aged debauchee ! 
« Whilſt memory holds a ſeat in the volume of the 
brain,” wilt thou be remembered. Thou Proteus of 
excellence, look in this unſullied mirror, and thou 
wilt diſcover, what the world has loong ſeen, the 

Tovchs roxE of Nature, 
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Mr. M ACR LIN. 


==——— Tho' old, he ſtill retain'd 
His manly ſenſe, and energy of mind. 
A graceful looſeneſs, when he pleas'd, put on, 
And laughing could inſtruct. Much had he read, 
Much more had ſeen ; he ſtudied from the life, 
And in the — a mankind. | 


Tex E os Judge and 1 Daniel, view 


The only Shylock of the preſent age ! A permanent 


criterion for future Jews to form a baſis, and eſtabliſh 


fame. 


Hail! noble veteran! nor throw Seduction“ yet 


aſide: a phænix Numge may riſe, and Brunton tempt 
thee to 8EDUCE perfecion. But if auſtere perverſe- 
neſs ſtill prevail, a retroſpect of paſt exertion will 


exalt thee high in the dramatic ſphere, when fixed 
by merit, the Man of the World muſt ſhine with a 


MN luſtre, and radiate his fame. 


* Mr. Macklin had written a ws; entitled SEDUCTION, but, from 
the death of Mr. Henderſon, and Mrs. Pope's (late 07/5 CY not being 
engaged, withdrew it from the manager, 
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„„ 


| | Mrs. CUT L ER. 


Merry and Tragical ? tedious. and brief p bo 


That is, hot ice, and wond'rous ſtrange ſnow. 
How ſhall we find the concord of this di * ? 


Wno can delineate the nexfocticns of this ſublime 
goddeſs? but * nature will prevail,” which has ob- 
tained the ad miration of n, though not thea- 


trical, amateurs. 


Mis K E MB L E. 


With all her haughty looks, the time I've ſeen 
When this proud damſel has more humble been, 
When with nice airs ſhe hoiſt the pancake round, 
And dropt it, hapleſs fair! upon the ground, 


T 0 dwell long on an 7/7, gmificant object, is an in- 


ſult to candour, and to critically examine a ſubject 


which is beneath a momentary attention, would be 


K 
to raiſe an expectation not gratifiable, even by an 
claborate examination, as the reſult could only 
remind us of a well known trite Latin adage.— 


& Panluriun. montes, naſcitur ridiculus mus,” 


Mis. RIF ES $ 


| A clouded aſpeRt, and a burning cheek, 
Where the whole poiſon'd ſoul, er ſits, 
an frightens love away. 


| 


As many writers have miſtaken the cacoethes ſcri- 


bendi for the impulſe of genius, it is not a wonder 
worth recording to poſterity, that Lady Anne ſhould | 
ſtrut inthe pride of Majeſty, her hour on the ſtage, 
without one requiſite to merit approbation, 
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u WOOLERT. 


— On eagle pinnions borne, 
Attempted through the Summer blaze to rife 

| Then ſwept o'er Autumn with the ſhadowy gate ; 
And now among the ꝓinsry clouds again, 
Roll'd in the doubling ſtorm ſhe tries to foar, 


THe prepoſſeſſing figure of Lady Ruſſel had too 
great an effect on the dramatic Chancellor, not to ac- 
cCumulate the ſcaliered feeds of merit into a proper 
focus for public inſpection. But a private and public 


. performance poſſeſs ſuch a different tendency, thatany 

reflection whatever on natural defecions muſt be 
merely the ſeverity of illiberality ; for, on an im- 
| partial inquiry, fuch irifles muſt prove as „light 
as air,” when put in N wich the beauties | 
acquired. 


( 


Mr, WELL $, 


—— Tis fin all 
And d pleafing 22 = 


Ir the trite adage relative to a pretty woman is not 


infallible, we have it authenticated i in Cowlip, who, 


perhaps, may have aſſumed the appearance of 
folly ſo of Flat it has 1 now become habitually real. 


ſhe murdered Lapy Ranvorpn! and ſuch a deed it. 


was, that could only be : exceeded i in abſurdity by Ja- 
bella, Andromache, \ or Jane Spor. | But, Tragedy, 
avaunt !-—and Nature owns her child. A pretty 
natural, and a comic wanderer ! Away, ſarcaſtic 


wits! rail on ye motley critics! The /on of Mars 


| ſhall dare ye to the open field with Epilogues. Na 


more attack the doating 7. burina, for though the 
Farce is bad, the Fool is is good 
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( 38 ) 


Mrs. FORSTER. 


How bright the little inſects blaze, 
| Where willows ſhade the way ; 
| As proud as if their painted rays 


Could emulate the day, 


Taz little Ariel never failed to pleaſe, os there 
was a Field to render beauries conſpicuous, but al- 
mighty love has divided her fame, and ſhe has fell 
a ſacrifice to thelypthorianartifice. Poor OentL1a ! 
« there's rue for you!“ the certain inheritance of 


Mer d ye call rm, 


| 


Mrs. u. A R D. 


PH What charms Has et in that face ! 
Sorrow ſeems pleas'd to dwell with Jo much ſweetneſs; 
| Yet now and then a melancholy {mile 
Breaks out, like lightning in a Winter 8 night, 
And ſhews a moment's _ 


THrovcn this Deſdemona has repreſented few, but 
ſecond rate, characters, a conſequential ſuperiority 
| | | is 


( 39 ) 


is predominant, which indicates abilities, and is a 


juſt reflection on ſome one, who having the fear of 
the Devit* before her eyes, conceals the luſtre of 
merit under the canker of authority. _ 


Miſs STUART. 
So when bright Venus riſes from the flood, 
Around in throngs the wond'ring Nereids croud, 


The Tritons gaze, and tune the vocal ſhell, 


And ev'ry grace unſung the waves conceal. 


Tnovon the lion may put on the ſkin of an aſs, 
ſome clue will appear to diſcover concealed ma- 
jeſty: and as managers of a theatre Royal are as 
arbitrary as petty princes, ſubject to whims and fan- 
cies of authority, it is impoſſible to aſſert a true 
cauſe why abilities and beauty ſhould be confined to 


the diſplay of a Kizy Willis, and chambermajd!!! 


* An envious tragedian. 
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Ms. M OR T ON. 


If ſhe attempts the dimpled ſmile, delightful, 
| The dimpled finile of afeffation's frightful | 
Mark but her bagatelle, her whine, her whimper; 
Her loll, her liſp, her ſaunter, ſtare and ſimper; 
All outres all, no native charm about her, 
And Ridicule wou'd ſoon expire without her, 1 


« Tayvs far we have run before the wind, and 
to run farther would only prove ſuperfluous, as a 
more pure delineation than the above cannot be 


obtained. 


Mrs. K E NN E D Y 


Such ſtrains J ſing, as once Amphion play'd, 
When liſtening flocks the powerful call obey'd; 


M br Kajey will ever be thought an agreeable 
companion, when ſhe invites her friends to the 
ſign 


82 I 
ſign of the © Engi ſb. Lim,” and entertains them 


with a good ſong; in ſhort, it is gratifying every 
expectation excited. 


Mrs. WEBB E. | 


Terra ſalutiferas herbas, audemque nocentes 3 


Nutrit ; et utrica proxima ſcepe roſa eſt, 


Tuovon the ludicrous appearance of Mrs. Che- 
Hire may, perhaps, prejudice the ſevere few againſt 
a claim to excellence, yet, when mediocrity accom- 
panies the moſt trivial aſſumed character, the con- 

JSpicuous immenſity muſt leſſen in the midſt of ſur- 

priſe, ”” 


(is 


Mis. WILSON. 


Royal wench! | 
dhe made great Cæſar lay his ſword to bed, 


He plough'd her, and ſhe cropt. 


Jo elucidate the apparent ambiguity of the above 
motto, it may be neceſſary, perhaps, to introduce 
our Bridget in the words of an admired poet: 


« O vale of bliſs! O ſoftly-ſwelling hills ! 
„On which the power of cultivation hes!”? | 


Tus Idalian nymph is well known in the dramatic 
ſ] * to he a firiking* wit, and an amateur of 


wm” ſhe is at . and doubtleſs of utility to the 
manager, as ſhe poſſeſſes good natural parts, and will 
; take any thing in hand, at a thort notice. 


* Vide Fealous Wife tee ᷑uocſing down Fohnſlone in the Green Room. . 


Mrs. 


( 43 ) 


Mrs. OR DA N. 
One grain of bad imbitters all the beſt, 


THOUGH originality has ever claimed the atten- 
tion of the multitude, we cannot cenſure the Romp, 
if even it is a ſervile copy, when it riſes to ſuch 
perfecliun. But if envy aims at leſſening equal me- 
rit, it is a proof of puſillanimity hereditary to 
inferioriiy. We 


Mr. HOPKINS, 


I left no calling for this idle trade; 
No duty broke, no father difobey'd ; 
While yet a child, ere yet a ſool to fame, 


I liſp'd in numbers, for the numbers came, 


Ir acting, like other profeſſions, may be ac- 
_ quired, the enthuſiaſtic paſſion of Emilia againſt 
2 G 2 her 


ee —— —— — — 
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( 44) 
her huſband ceaſes to ſurpriſe, and though ſhe has 


been entituled a ch:/d of nature, we cannot forget 


that ſhe is a child of the ſtage: 


A. BANNISTER, 


If muſic be the food of love, play on 
That ſtrain again.—It had a dying fall! 
O! it came o'er my ear like a ſweet ſound _ 
That breathes upon a bank of violets, 
Stealing and giving odours, 


Tux chaſte ſyrenical diſplay of the admired Ra- 
ena, can only be exceeded by a compariſon of her 
private character, which, blended with her public 
merit, has juſtly eſtabliſhed her reputation by a 
polite patronage, | 


(. 45 ) 


Mrs. INCHBALD. 


Shall little haughty IenoRa NCE pronounce 
His works unwiſe, of which the ſmalleſt part 


' Exceeds the narrow compaſs of her mind? 


Tart heart that has excluded humanity and 
; pity, can ſeldom be animated to a pure repreſen- 
tation of thoſe enthuſiaſtic paſſions of nature. If 
pride and wit indicate theatrical merit, the female 
Mogul is a valuable acquiſition to a zheatre royal. 
But forall theſe qualifications, medzocrity has ſcarcly 
been attained. Though authors are reported to ſay 
and write many damned good things, yet as * appear- 
ances are againſt them,” it would be an inſult to edu- 
cation and judgment, if the vanity of wits were to 
be believed. To © lighten our darkneſs,” and ſup- 
port the fame of Pl! zell you what, this advice ought 
to be written on the Green-Room door :—Patronage 
and admiration can never be obtained by depreci- 
ating Merit to raiſe Folly, 


Mrs. 


WY. 


Mrs. M4 RT TS 


Form'd with every grace complete; 
Vet theſe neglecting, above beauty wiſe, 
And far tranſcending ſuch a vulgar praiſe, 


Tux influence of beauty is ſo powerfully pre. 
dominant, that a defeftive mind is often concealed 
by a pretty face, though ſuch an inſinuation is ſuper- 
fluous here, as it is only meant to prove that the 
certain repellant of envy and detraction is---beauty. 


5 But Mandane comes, and lo ! the dimpled ſmile 
of pleaſure floats on the ſurface of filent ſatisfac- 
tion. But when Dolletlla laughs, attenſion's rouſed, 
and gods themſelves join in the general roar. 


That © Mufic has charms to ſooth the ſavage 
breaſt” this /yren verifies, for to © feweet paſſion of 
love,” who would heſitate, even in ſpite of the 
te deadly ſin,” to fall a Martyr? 


4 


( 47 W 


%%, P O P E. 


Good name in man or woman, 


Is che immediate jewel of their ſouls. 


By the 7heoretic multitude, who exclaim without 
experience or practice, the theatre has been intitled a 
ſchool of diſſipation and infamy ; but the many 


virtuous characters, who have made the ſtage a pro- 


feſſion, are incontrovertible proofs of the con- 
trary; among the number is a female Pope who has 
ever been infallible in beſtowing general ſatigfaction, 


and from her private virtues, and public merit, ſhe 


will always deſerve her preſent 1 the 


«- HETRESS 4 the __ favor.” 


Mrs. 
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Mr. B 4 T E * 


— Inſtead of love- enliven'd cheeks; 
Of ſunny features, and of ardent eyes, 
With flowing rapture bright, dark looks ſucceed, 
Suffug'd and glaring with untender fre. 


To loo a character, has been deemed of Tome. 
importance on the ſtage, and, it is but juſtice to in- 
ſinuate, that Lady Macbeth is here well repreſented, 


ns every feature indicates © foul and unnatural mur- 


der,” and proves that acling cannot be obtained 
without the aid of feeling. The Counteſs Almaviva 
follows but, fave her drefs, is ſtill the fame the 
ſame frown and ſame monotony ; the ſame wall, and, 
in every thing the ſume. — 


” SD > Lo 


„ 


Mrs, CROUCH. 


Half i ina bluſh of cluſtering roſes loſt, 
Dew-dropping cooLNEss to the ſhade retires, 


PrksoxAL beautics is a 1 poſſeſſive to a | 
public character, as it renders a magnetic impreſſion, i 
which the prejudice of trivial error cannot eraſe, | 
Miranda's preſence has often diſpelled an impend= . | 
ing tempeſt, and did her theatrical powers exceed | 
the animation of mediocrity, or ſtand competible 
with her muſical talents, the gazing ON might 
erclaim with Otway: 


66 There s in you, all that we believe of Heav' n, 1 | | 
- "6 Amazing brightneſs, purity and truth, 


5 Eternal; joy, and everlaſting love !” 


( 50 


Mm. B R O I, N. 


Veni, vidi, vici! 


THovcn the ſhafts of a puſillanimous compe- 
titor had been prepared againſt the appearance of 
the CouxTRY Wis, natural abilities ſoon triumphed 
over the feeble aim of envy, and rendered equality 
a ſuperior, as juſtice, to turn the ſcale, included 
private virtues, requiſites abſolutely neceſſary to 
| eſtabliſh the patronage of a public character, 
which confirmed the conſequence of Covent Garden 
Lucy, though both were eſteemed excellent VI 
GINS unmaſked. 


A 


. 3 JP 


Mis GEORGE. 


Oh! how ſhall words, immortal girl] diſplay 


The warbling ſweetneſs of thy woodland lay! 
Thy notes have reach'd ſuch heights, unknown before, 
That praiſe grows giddy, when ſhe would explore. 


Tur peculiarity of this favourite's ſinging, has 
been much condemned by profeſſional critics, who 
have preſurnptuouſly attacked her for affecting the 
Tralian file, though that identical ſingularity firſt 
introduced her to the public, and eſtabliſhed her 


reputation and ſuperiority. However, when ſuch 


vocal abilities, and theatrical judgment are mu- 
tually blended, the puny efforts of malevolence 


muſt corrode away with its own ruſt. 


Mijs 


{ $2 


Ms FA R R E N 


Thou ſmiling Nature's univerſal robe! 
United lig it and fhade ! where the fight dwells 
With growing ſtrength, and ever new delight. 


_ Tnovcn upſtart ſingularity may congratulate her- 
ſelf that ſhe has trodden in an unknown path, and 
formed a triumphal garland, gathered from the 
tree of knowledge, yet to cull the flower of nature 
will ever form a criterion for the exaltation of 
merit ; and though a certain elegant writer has 
compariſoned milation, by relating an anecdote of 


a Macedonian conqueror, who, when he was in- 
vited to hear a man ſing like a nightingale, re- 
plied with contempt, that he had heard the 
nightingale herſelf; an imitation of excellence ought 
ever to be encouraged, as it promotes the vehe- 


mence of emulation. 


This prefatory intruſion is certainly juſtifiable, as 
it is introduced to authenticate that a judicious al- 
| = - tenlin + 


TC W-3 
{ention can, even through the medium of imitation, 
arrive at the throne of fame, where the applaud- 
ing multitude heſitate to pronounce whether they 
praiſe the © created or adopted.” —Such, then, 
was the heroine in queſtion, who, in her primitive 
diſplay, ſufficiently betrayed the conſfellation to whom 
ſhe was indebted for her borrowed luſtre ; but a 
ſhort period annihilated even the ſemblance of 
ſervility, and originality burſt forth from the ſhackles 
of imitation, and bleſſed the dramatic world with 


another THALIA. 


Mis B R UNT O N. 


3 —— She breathes of youth ; 


The ſhining moiſture ſwells into her eyes, 
In brighter flow ; her wiſhing boſom heaves 
With palpitations wild ; kind tumults ſeize 


Her veins, and all her yielding ſoul is love, 


WIIĨ a combination of elegance, ak; and el, 


that momentarily reaches the hearts of the audience, 
and. 


( 54 ) 
and obtains involuntary peals of applauſe; Hor4= 
71a makes her entree. The Reſcia of the age | 
and phenomenon of Nature ! The juvenile Eupn RAS IA, 
with all the energetic enthuſiaſm which long labo- 

rious ſtudy dictates, conveys the genuine picture 
of a Grecian Daughter, and proves that nature will 
prevail, rendering itſelf compatible even with ac- 
quired perfection. 

The grand career commenced —Fulict appeared | 

with all the inſpiration of immortal Shakſpere ! — 

At every word aſtoniſhed! At every look enrap- 

tured ! At laſt Hermione came forward and ſur- 


prized the whole dramatic world Io the anti- 
theſis ſhe gave a. variety of tones, blended with 
the ſweeteſt harmony. In ſhort, ſhe is the phœ- 
nomenon of the age, and promiſes to prove a 


Principal ſupport to the Britiſb Rage. 


« To ſpeak by ſtrict dramatic rule, 
« May win applauſe, or ſteal it; 

% But Genius boaſts a better ſchool, 
“We praiſe, becauſe we feel it!“ 


[ 
= Mrs. 


iS 7 } 


Mrs. WARREN, 


| Form'd by the graces, lovelineſs itlelſ! 
Come with thoſe downcalt eyes ſedate and ſweet, - 
Thoſe looks demure that deeply pierce the ſoul, 
Where, with the light of thoughtful reaſon mix'd, 
Shines lively fancy, and the feeling heart. 


| Tua infpiration gould be hereditary is a ſup- 
poſition truly abſurd ; yer, when the perfections of 
a Powell are ſo conſpicuouſly triumphant, and fo 
_ cloſely imitated, ſuſpicion is encouraged, and we 
are tempted to believe that the daughter was inſtilled 
with the ny of a father, 


— — . ts re 


"If animated and expreſſive features, with that 


ſuperior ſenſibility which takes Nature for a model, 
could overthrow the influence of partiality, merit 
would raiſe Mrs. Sullen to the ſeat of fame, and | 


Proell glad to own his favourite child! 


| Mrs. 


— — — — — — 
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(565 
Mrs. BILLINGTON. 
Your muſic's power, your muſic muſt diſcloſe, 
For what light is, 'tis only light that ſhows. 


IT has been juſtly obſerved that a delicacy of de- 
portment is more engaging than elegance of dreſs, 


which is amply verified in the prepoſſeſſing figure 
of Ro/eita, whoſe modeſt diffidence riſes above the 


force of words, and juſtly delineates that ſuperior 
merit, Majeſty fo warmly patronized as a r 
phenomenon of juvenile excellence + 2 


As every thing muſt be bene compa- 
riſon, Rgſetta ſtands a com petitor to the notorious 
Mapaug Mara, whoſe public beauties have been 
facrificed by public derogation and inſolence ; a conſpi- 
cuous criterion to regulate the future conduct of 
upſtart ingrulitude. But as inſinuation is no argu- 
ment, demonſtration muſt prevail, who will, by 
appealing to the ſenſes, prove the inſpired Roſetta 
a ſecond St. CECILIA. 


Mes. 


(597) 


Mrs: ABINGTON 


Arabia cannot boaft 


A fuller 3 of joy, than liberal, thence 
Breathes thro” the ſenſe, and takes the rid foul. 


| Nor is the mead unworthy of thy foot, 


Full of freſh verdure, and unnumber'd flowers, 
The negligence of Nature, wide and wild; 
Where, undiſguis'd by mimic Art, ſhe ſpreads 
Unbounded beauty to the roving eye, 


Old Zoilus drops his envenomed pen, and, ſtrange 
to tell, reſigns malevolence to adore a conflellation ] 

'Tis Contr in the chariot of Faſhion ; the Dra- 
ma's pride ! and Fancy's advocate view her nu- 
merous attendants. Behold ſtern Judgment, who : 
condeſcends to guide the reins of Mit, with Memory 
and Invention aſſiſting Eloguence, confirming Bea- 
TRICE a paragon of 7a/te. But Eft: ifania claims the 
crown of Merit, and Lady Teazle fires the breaſt of 
mute attention, while Charlotte Ru] port is rewarded 


with an union of —approbation. ; 
1 Compariſons 


"e "48 : 2 Fr 
Compariſons have been made of predeceſſors, but 
inexhauſtable Nove/!y has counteracted the aim of 
Cenſure, and awakened expectation to a compenſa- 


tive gratification, , by the appearance of LADY 
-Racxtr, whoſe humour. and originality excite the 
merriment of ſolemnity, and though diverſion is 


ſo elevated it is critically approved. . —- 


Merit will ever be variouſly repreſented, as no 


paſſion animates the human breaſt more than Ex, 


eſpecially when dramatic performers paſſeſs the illi- 


berality and vanity of miſlcading the multitude, 
who. will not judge for themſelves, by inventing 


d depre re ating paragraphs, which either obtain inſer- 


tion through the medium of friendſhip, or force of 


a bribe, appear ſhamefully conſpicuous i in our diur- 
nal prints, ſo that the few individuals, who ſted- 


faſtly belicve in the veracity of thoſe periodical 


publications often beſtow applauſe on undeſerving 
objects, and exalt * inſtead of genuine Hu- 
mour. 


However, the preſent ſervile herd of theatrical 


critics have levelled their ſatire in vain, for when 


the 
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the ſtructure is adus Merit, ſupported 
by Art and Nature, inſpired with the breath of 
faſhion, the foundation. can never be derer by 


artificial criticiſm. 


Still then, Queen of Smiles, purſue thy bold ca- 
reer in the dramatic zenith, for thy tranſcendent 
merit have many votaries, and though, to charm 
the grand diſtinguiſhed ſphere, a meteor Sckuz. was 
ſeen, thou yet muſt be immortalized, as a Twavra 
of the Britiſh Sa 
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Mrs. 'S; DDO N F. 


a | Who might be your mother, 

That you inſult, exult, and all at once, 

Over the wretched ? What though you have beauty, | 
1 by my faith, I ſee no more in you 
Than without candle may go dark to bed) 

| Muſt 222 therefore nw and putugſy ? : 


Tun Britiſh ſtage had _ been diſtinguiſhed 5 
for its frivolity at that important criſis, when a 
new ISABELLA was announced ; in ſhort the public 
attention was too much engaged by dancing and 
/ 5nging, to admit of a ſerious diſplay from the tragic 
Muſe. Yet by the mancuvre of a manager, who 


adhered to the trite ſtage trick of puffing, was our 


heroine exalted to the ſummit of fame, before ſhe 


made her appearance. 


The frequent exhibition of tragical pieces, and 
a hyperbolical paragraph in the diurnal prints, ſoon 


as 


as uſual, excited the curioſity of a multitude, whom, 
when ſo powerfully impreſſed, ſeldom heſitate to 
militate againſt the public voice (as they erroneouſly 
ſuppoſe newſpaper criticiſms, which are often wrote 
by the performers themſelves) and applaud with 
that enthuſiaſm which is only due to an , 


The reſtoration of tragedy was fo unexpected a 
novelty, as almoſt to ſecure the immediate patroni- 


zation of the nobility, who ever Join the chace of 


. variety, and as © faſhion in every thing bears 
ſov reign ſway,” a dramalic manial enſued. It was 


Jupiter wife ling Danae in a golden ' ſhower 1 ; But 
— the Criric has fired © three morning 


guns it was only at rehearſal, and when the School 
for Scandal; Is publiſhed, an elucidation may app 


—perhaps, in the Drpicariox. 


However, inſinuation aſide, Faſtion was on the 
wing, and Jdolatry triumphant. —A general ſub- 
ſeri plion took place; even petty atlornies, and gentle= 


men of alchouſe clubs, DEN their mite: which 
reflects 
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reflects great honour on our preſent. cultivated re- 
finement. Society has become civilized, and hu- 


manity diſdained to deſtroy even the appearance of 


merit, which muſt have been annihilated, had not 
generoſity preſented. the fupplicating M ELPO MENE 
with a competenc 5 to ſu PPof a duden and three 


But 3 the change! - — Advent ” metamor- 
phoſed into Aſfuence, riding in the chariot of 
Plenty, hurling that identical Charity by which ſhe 
was rendered an object of notice and independence, 


| from the throne of pity to the eternal ſeat of deſpair. 
As this reprehenſibility can only be entituled 
A private fault, which might proceed from the pre- 


judice of education, it muſt be, to prevent a blot 


on human nature, counterbalanced by 55 beau- 


lies. 


Impartiality may condemn and yet admire; there- 


| fore, as the Tao Muss, 1/abella, comes forward, 
and'to refuſe that applauſe which the merit of a 


woman, not the perfection of an angel, claims, 


| wayd be unjuſt, and Not rewarding a laborious 


ſtudy, 
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ſtudy, and ſteady attention to dramatic repreſenta- i 


tions : the delineation of this character muſt be con- 
fined to Art, which often ſoars to excellence,” but if 
| Nature was conſulted inſtead of Singularity, the 
_ abſurdity of falſe emphaſis might be avoided, and 
Lad Macteth endeavour to eradicate the * damned 
foot” without the preface of putting the candle 
aſide, which conveys the idea of a deliberate and 
premeditated act, inſtead of a guilty mind, on the 

rack of conſcience, or a diſtracted murderer wang | 
in her _ 
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